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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 HAMBUR 00454 291254Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 
/072 W 

021482 300032Z/75 

R 291145Z MAR 78 
FM AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4666 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMCONSUL BREMEN 
AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
USMISSION BERLIN 

UNCLAS HAMBURG 454 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, GW 

SUBJECT: LOWER-SAXONY MINISTER OF JUSTICE RESIGNS 

1 . DR. HANS PUVOGEL. 66. CDU, MINISTER OF JUSTICE IN THE LOWER- 
SAXONY CABINET OF DR. ERNST ALBRECHT RESIGNED ON MARCH 24, 

1978. DR. PUVOGEL. MEMBER OF THE LAND PARLIAMENT SINCE 1962, 

DEPUTY CDU FLOOR LEADER UNTIL 1976 WHEN MINISTER PRESIDENT 
DR. ERNST ALBRECHT APPOINTED HIM AS HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE. 

2. THE SPD PRESENTLY IN OPPOSITION TO THE CDU/FDP COALITION 
IN HANNOVER DISCOVERED THAT AT THE AGE OF 25 HANS PUVOGEL 
SUPPORTED RACE DISCRIMINATING THEORIES IN HIS DISSERTATION 
AT THE GOETTINGEN UNIVERSITY IN 1936. THE SPD BELEIVES THAT 
WITH THIS BACKGROUND DR. PUVOGEL CAN NO LONGER BE SUPER- 
VISOR OF THE LOWER-SAXONY JUDGES. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 HAMBUR 00454 291254Z 

3. MINPRES DR. ALBRECHT WAS ON EASTER VACATION OUTSIDE 
THE COUNTRY AND DR. PUVOGEL TRAVELLED TO HIM TO DISCUSS 
THE SITUATION AND FURTHER ACTION. HE FINALLY OFFERED 
HIS RESIGNATION SINCE HE DID NOT WANT TO BE A DISCUSSION 
TOPIC DURING THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE STATE ELECTIONS ON 
JUNE 4, 1978. MINPRES DR. ALBRECHT ACCEPTED THE RESIGNA- 
TION AND WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT 
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OF JUSTICE UNTIL JUNE 4. 
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